
May 17, 2022

BY ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
45 L Street, N.E.
Washington, DC  20554

Re: IBFS File Nos. SAT-LOA-20200526-00055 and SAT-AMD-20210818-00105

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 13, 2022, representatives of Space Exploration Holdings, LLC and its parent 
company, Space Exploration Technologies Corp. (collectively, , met with 

applications for a second- that will drive dramatically improved 
connectivity and resilience for Americans and underserved communities around the world.1

During the conversation, SpaceX updated the Commission on the status of its constellation 
to date and clarified several issues that have been raised in the record for its Gen2 constellation. 
First, SpaceX reiterated its long-standing commitment to spectrum sharing and highlighted steps 
is has taken to ensure that its Gen2 system can share spectrum well. In response to claims by
OneWeb ,2 SpaceX explained that OneWeb 
had made an error in its calculations.3

do not require - portion 
of the Ka-band,4 a band in which Viasat continues to operate without U.S. authorization. On 
coordination matters such as these that fall outside the United States, the Commission should not 
tie U.S. hands behind their backs.

SpaceX also expressed its continuing commitment to space sustainability and responded to 
baseless allegations from Viasat. As an initial matter, the Commission lacks jurisdiction over many 
of the of the issues of space sustainability Viasat raises. SpaceX also reiterated that the National 
Environmental Policy does not apply to space and noted that there is no evidence
in the record that substances such as alumina would fall back into the atmosphere
jurisdiction. And even if the Commission did have authority over collision risks in space, the 
Commission followed the expert advice from NASA when it explicitly decided not to adopt an 

                                                
1 A list of participants is attached as Exhibit A. A slide presentation is attached as Exhibit B.
2 See Comments of OneWeb, IBFS File Nos. SAT-LOA-20200526-00055 and SAT-AMD-20210818-00105, at 

10-11 (Mar. 8, 2022).
3 See SpaceX Consolidated Response, IBFS File Nos. SAT-LOA-20200526-00055 and SAT-AMD-20210818-

00105, at 35-36 (Feb. 24, 2022).
4 See Petition to Deny or Hold in Abeyance of Viasat, Inc., IBFS File Nos. SAT-LOA-20200526-00055 and 

SAT-AMD-20210818-00105, at 32-34 (Feb. 8, 2022); Reply of Viasat, IBFS File Nos. SAT-LOA-20200526-
00055 and SAT-AMD-20210818-00105, at 20-22 (Mar. 8, 2022).



aggregate metric. Instead, the Commission sought further comment on whether such a metric is 
appropriate and has so far decided not to adopt such a metric. Applying an aggregate metric here 
that the Commission has never applied before and has decided not to adopt would be in 
contravention of the decision by the Commission and would be arbitrary and capricious. 

 
The Gen2 application has now been pending for two years, and the record is complete. The 

Commission should act expeditiously to grant the application so that consumers and businesses 
around the country including in rural and remote areas traditionally left on the wrong side of the 
digital divide can take advantage of next-generation satellite broadband. 
 
Sincerely, 

/s/ David Goldman 

David Goldman 
Director, Satellite Policy 
 
SPACE EXPLORATION TECHNOLOGIES CORP. 
1155 F Street, NW 
Suite 475 
Washington, DC  20004 
Tel:  202-649-2641 
Email:  David.Goldman@spacex.com 
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EXHIBIT A 

  



Exhibit A  

May 13, 2022 Meeting Participants: 

 
SpaceX: 
 
Mihai Albulet 
Jameson Dempsey 
David Goldman 
David Goldstein 
Joseph Petrzelka 
Brett Tarnutzer 
 
International Bureau: 
 
Jameyanne Fuller 
Joseph Hill 
Karl Kensinger 
Kathyrn Medley 
Kerry Murray 
Merissa Velez 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT B 
 














