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In the USA and Germany, high-level officials have used the term pandemic of the unvaccinated, suggesting

that people who have been vaccinated are not relevant in the epidemiology of COVID-19. Officials’ use of

this phrase might have encouraged one scientist to claim that “the unvaccinated threaten the vaccinated

for COVID-19”.  But this view is far too simple.

There is increasing evidence that vaccinated individuals continue to have a relevant role in transmission. In

Massachusetts, USA, a total of 469 new COVID-19 cases were detected during various events in July, 2021,

and 346 (74%) of these cases were in people who were fully or partly vaccinated, 274 (79%) of whom were

symptomatic. Cycle threshold values were similarly low between people who were fully vaccinated

(median 22·8) and people who were unvaccinated, not fully vaccinated, or whose vaccination status was

unknown (median 21·5), indicating a high viral load even among people who were fully vaccinated.  In the

USA, a total of 10 262 COVID-19 cases were reported in vaccinated people by April 30, 2021, of whom 2725

(26·6%) were asymptomatic, 995 (9·7%) were hospitalised, and 160 (1·6%) died.  In Germany, 55·4% of

symptomatic COVID-19 cases in patients aged 60 years or older were in fully vaccinated individuals,  and
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this proportion is increasing each week. In Münster, Germany, new cases of COVID-19 occurred in at least

85 (22%) of 380 people who were fully vaccinated or who had recovered from COVID-19 and who attended

a nightclub.  People who are vaccinated have a lower risk of severe disease but are still a relevant part of

the pandemic. It is therefore wrong and dangerous to speak of a pandemic of the unvaccinated.

Historically, both the USA and Germany have engendered negative experiences by stigmatising parts of the

population for their skin colour or religion. I call on high-level officials and scientists to stop the

inappropriate stigmatisation of unvaccinated people, who include our patients, colleagues, and other

fellow citizens, and to put extra effort into bringing society together.

• View related content for this article

I declare no competing interests.

References

5

1. Goldman E
How the unvaccinated threaten the vaccinated for COVID-19: a Darwinian perspective.

Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 2021; 118e2114279118

View
in Article
 

Scopus (0) • PubMed • Crossref • Google Scholar

2. Brown CM • Vostok J • Johnson H • et al.

Outbreak of SARS-CoV-2 infections, including COVID-19 vaccine breakthrough infections, associated with

large public gatherings—Barnstable County, Massachusetts, July 2021.

MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2021; 70: 1059-1062

View
in Article
 

PubMed • Crossref • Google Scholar

3. US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention COVID-19 Vaccine Breakthrough Case Investigations

Team

COVID-19 vaccine breakthrough infections reported to CDC—United States, January 1–April 30, 2021.

MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2021; 70: 792-793

 

https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_1_2&dbid=137438953472&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=2-s2.0-85115309783&cf=
https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_1_2&dbid=8&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=34544881&cf=
https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_1_2&dbid=16&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=10.1073%2Fpnas.2114279118&cf=
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&volume=118&publication_year=2021&journal=Proc+Natl+Acad+Sci+USA&author=Goldman+E&title=How+the+unvaccinated+threaten+the+vaccinated+for+COVID-19%3A+a+Darwinian+perspective
https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_2_2&dbid=8&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=34351882&cf=
https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_2_2&dbid=16&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=10.15585%2Fmmwr.mm7031e2&cf=
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&volume=70&publication_year=2021&pages=1059-1062&journal=MMWR+Morb+Mortal+Wkly+Rep&author=Brown+CM&author=Vostok+J&author=Johnson+H&title=Outbreak+of+SARS-CoV-2+infections%2C+including+COVID-19+vaccine+breakthrough+infections%2C+associated+with+large+public+gatherings%E2%80%94Barnstable+County%2C+Massachusetts%2C+July+2021
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02486-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02283-2/fulltext


11/24/21, 3:47 PM COVID-19: stigmatising the unvaccinated is not justified - The Lancet

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02243-1/fulltext 3/7

Article Info

Publication History

Published: 20 November 2021

Identification

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1

Copyright

© 2021 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

ScienceDirect

View
in Article
 

PubMed • Crossref • Google Scholar

4. Robert Koch Institut

Wöchentlicher Lagebericht des RKI zur Coronavirus-Krankheit-2019 (COVID-19)—14·10·2021—

aktualisierter Stand für Deutschland.

https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges_Coronavirus/Situationsberichte/Wochenbericht/Wo

chenbericht_2021-10-14.pdf?__blob=publicationFile

Date: Oct 14, 2021

Date accessed: October 18, 2021

View
in Article
 

Google Scholar

5. Von Dolle F
Münster: Inzwischen 85 Infizierte nach 2G-Party im Club.

https://www1.wdr.de/nachrichten/westfalen-lippe/corona-infektionen-clubbesuch-muenster-100.html

Date: Sept 20, 2021

Date accessed: September 23, 2021

View
in Article
 

Google Scholar

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1
https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_3_2&dbid=8&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=34043615&cf=
https://www.thelancet.com/servlet/linkout?suffix=e_1_4_1_2_3_2&dbid=16&doi=10.1016/S0140-6736(21)02243-1&key=10.15585%2Fmmwr.mm7021e3&cf=
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&volume=70&publication_year=2021&pages=792-793&journal=MMWR+Morb+Mortal+Wkly+Rep&author=US+Centers+for+Disease+Control+and+Prevention+COVID-19+Vaccine+Breakthrough+Case+Investigations+Team&title=COVID-19+vaccine+breakthrough+infections+reported+to+CDC%E2%80%94United+States%2C+January+1%E2%80%93April+30%2C+2021
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges_Coronavirus/Situationsberichte/Wochenbericht/Wochenbericht_2021-10-14.pdf?__blob=publicationFile
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&publication_year=Oct+14%2C+2021&author=Robert+Koch+Institut&title=W%C3%B6chentlicher+Lagebericht+des+RKI+zur+Coronavirus-Krankheit-2019+%28COVID-19%29%E2%80%9414%C2%B710%C2%B72021%E2%80%94aktualisierter+Stand+f%C3%BCr+Deutschland
https://www1.wdr.de/nachrichten/westfalen-lippe/corona-infektionen-clubbesuch-muenster-100.html
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&publication_year=Sept+20%2C+2021&author=Von+Dolle+F&title=M%C3%BCnster%3A+Inzwischen+85+Infizierte+nach+2G-Party+im+Club
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02486-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02283-2/fulltext


11/24/21, 3:47 PM COVID-19: stigmatising the unvaccinated is not justified - The Lancet

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02243-1/fulltext 4/7

Access this article on ScienceDirect

Related Hub

COVID-19 Resource Centre


Access the latest 2019 novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) content from across The Lancet journals as it is

published.

 

 
  
  
 
 
 


LANCET JOURNALS

The Lancet

The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health

The Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology

The Lancet Digital Health

The Lancet Gastroenterology & Hepatology

The Lancet Global Health

The Lancet Haematology

The Lancet Healthy Longevity

The Lancet HIV


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673621022431
https://www.thelancet.com/action/clickThrough?id=103216&url=%2Fcoronavirus&loc=%2Fjournals%2Flancet%2Farticle%2FPIIS0140-6736%2821%2902243-1%2Ffulltext&pubId=60488710&placeholderId=101488&productId=101912
https://www.thelancet.com/action/clickThrough?id=103216&url=%2Fcoronavirus&loc=%2Fjournals%2Flancet%2Farticle%2FPIIS0140-6736%2821%2902243-1%2Ffulltext&pubId=60488710&placeholderId=101488&productId=101912
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02486-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02283-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/home
https://twitter.com/TheLancet
https://www.facebook.com/TheLancetMedicalJournal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-lancet/
https://www.youtube.com/user/TheLancetTV
http://weibo.com/TheLancetChina
https://els-jbs-prod-cdn.jbs.elsevierhealth.com/pb-assets/Lancet/marketing/wechat/WeChat_website-1559811717053.jpg
https://www.thelancet.com/podcasts
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanchi/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landia/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/landig/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langas/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhae/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhl/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhiv/home


11/24/21, 3:47 PM COVID-19: stigmatising the unvaccinated is not justified - The Lancet

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02243-1/fulltext 5/7

 

The Lancet Infectious Diseases

The Lancet Microbe

The Lancet Neurology

The Lancet Oncology

The Lancet Planetary Health

The Lancet Psychiatry

The Lancet Public Health

The Lancet Regional Health – Americas

The Lancet Regional Health – Europe

The Lancet Regional Health – Western Pacific

The Lancet Respiratory Medicine

The Lancet Rheumatology

EBioMedicine

EClinicalMedicine

CLINICAL INITIATIVES

The Lancet Clinic

Commissions

Series

Picture Quiz

GLOBAL HEALTH INITIATIVES

Global Health Portal

Commissions

Series

Global Burden of Disease


https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02486-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02283-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanmic/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laneur/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanonc/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanam/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanepe/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanwpc/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanrhe/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/ebiom/home
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/eclinm/home
https://www.thelancet.com/clinical/diseases
https://www.thelancet.com/clinical/commissions
https://www.thelancet.com/clinical/series
https://www.thelancet.com/picture-quiz
https://www.thelancet.com/global-health
https://www.thelancet.com/global-health/commissions
https://www.thelancet.com/global-health/series
https://www.thelancet.com/gbd


11/24/21, 3:47 PM COVID-19: stigmatising the unvaccinated is not justified - The Lancet

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02243-1/fulltext 6/7

 

Climate Countdown

MULTIMEDIA

Infographics

Podcasts

Videos

INFORMATION

About us

For authors

For advertisers

For press

Publishing excellence

Careers

Conferences

Community guidelines

Peer review

Preprints

ACCESS

Access our content

Register an account

My account

Personal subscriptions

Open Access

Existing print subscribers

Request institutional access

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02486-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02283-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/countdown-health-climate
https://www.thelancet.com/infographics
https://www.thelancet.com/podcasts
https://www.thelancet.com/video
https://www.thelancet.com/about-us
https://www.thelancet.com/for-authors
https://www.thelancet.com/for-advertisers
https://www.thelancet.com/press-room
https://www.thelancet.com/publishing-excellence
http://jobs.thelancet.com/jobs/search
https://www.thelancet.com/conferences
https://www.thelancet.com/community-guidelines
https://www.thelancet.com/peer-review
https://www.thelancet.com/preprints
https://www.thelancet.com/access-to-content
https://www.thelancet.com/action/registration?journal=&redirectUri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelancet.com%2F
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPreferences?menuTab=AccountInfo
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/subscribe
https://www.thelancet.com/open-access
https://www.thelancet.com/action/activateClaim?journalCode=&class=claimSubscription
https://info.thelancet.com/request-access?utm_campaign=jls-rtl&utm_source=site-footer&utm_medium=website


11/24/21, 3:47 PM COVID-19: stigmatising the unvaccinated is not justified - The Lancet

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02243-1/fulltext 7/7

 

We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content and ads. To update your cookie settings, please
visit the Cookie Settings for this site.



Copyright © 2021 Elsevier Inc. except certain content provided by third parties. The content on this site is intended for
healthcare professionals.



Privacy Policy   Terms and Conditions



CONNECT

Lancet Alerts

Contact us

Customer service



https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02486-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)02283-2/fulltext
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/elsevier-website-terms-and-conditions
https://www.relx.com/
https://info.thelancet.com/alerts?utm_campaign=alertspillar&utm_source=TL.com&utm_medium=footer&utm_term=Lancet%20Alerts
https://www.thelancet.com/contact-us
https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/lancet/

